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Introduction to 
Curriculum

Language curriculum is designed to 
enable all students to engage in 
learning a language in addition to 
English. (mainstream classes- 150 
minutes per week)

ACARA
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Introduction to 
Curriculum

Language schools are created to provide 
language in contextual and cultural 
environment. Usually, all children come 
from the same background. (120 minutes 
per week)

Community Language schools 
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SOME GOOD 
READINGS ABOUT 
CURRICULUM 
DESIGN 

John Macalister 
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https://www.routledge.com/


LEARNERS 

Some principles about curriculum preparation

WHERE WOULD YOU PLACE THE LEARNERS? 
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Misconception or 
not?

Q1. If a student is born in a country,
they speak the home language of that
country:

TRUE ? FALSE? Why?

https://padlet.com/hughesandrea/confe
rence-padlet-8lx3g64a81arv8ex

@andrea_hughes7
@brazilianethnicsa

https://padlet.com/hughesandrea/conference-padlet-8lx3g64a81arv8ex
https://padlet.com/hughesandrea/conference-padlet-8lx3g64a81arv8ex


Misconception or 
not?

• Each student has their own unique
culture, language, and traditions,
followed and taught by families.

Q2. How can I create an interesting
language curriculum/syllabus that adds to
what they know?
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Getting it right

• Should we start with ‘what do
class teacher and students (all)
have in common”?

Q3. What is it that we have in
common?
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Old methods 
(until the 20th

century)
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By: Jovy D. Elimanao  (via Slide share)



In a nutshell: 

• ‘Morrison (2003) claimed that no curriculum was perfect in design and delivery. 
If the results of an evaluation show that no further development is needed, 
doubt is cast on the methods of evaluation or the interpretation of the results’.

• Scientific Research Publishing 
• https://www.scirp.org/journal/jss
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20th Century Classroom 21st Century Classroom

Time-based Outcome-based

Focus: memorization of discrete facts
Focus: what students Know, Can Do, and Like after all the details are 
forgotten

Lessons focus on the lower level of Bloom’s Taxonomy – knowledge, 
comprehension, and application

Learning is designed on upper levels of Bloom’s Taxonomy – 
synthesis, analysis, and evaluation

Textbook-driven Research-driven

Passive learning Active learning

Learners work in isolation, classroom within four walls
Learners work collaboratively with classmates and others around the 
world – the Global classroom

Teacher-centered: teacher is center of attention and provider of 
information Student-centered: teacher is facilitator/coach

Little to no student freedom A great deal of student freedom

According to  Simplyeducate.me



“Discipline problems”educators do not trust 
students and vice-versa. No student motivation.

No “discipline problems”- students and teachers 
have mutually respectful relationship as co-
learners; students are highly motivated.

Fragmented curriculum Integrated and interdisciplinary curriculum

Grades averaged Grades based on what was learned (?)

Low expectations

High expectations – “If it isn’t good it isn’t 
done.”  We expect, and ensure, that all students 
succeed in learning at high levels.  Some may go 
higher – we get out of their way to let them do 
that.

Teacher is judge. No one else sees student work.
Self, peer, and other assessments. Public audience, 
authentic assessments.

Curriculum/School is irrelevant and meaningless 
to the students

Curriculum is connected to students’ interests, 
experiences, talents and the real world.



Print is the primary vehicle of learning and 
assessment.

Performances, projects, and multiple forms of 
media are used for learning and assessment.

Diversity in students is ignored.
Curriculum and instruction address student 
diversity.

Literacy is the 3 R’s: reading, writing and math
Multiple literacies of the 21st century – aligned to 
living and working in a globalized new millenium

Factory model, based upon the needs of 
employers for the Industrial Age of the 19th 
century; scientific management

Global model, based upon the needs of a 
globalized, high-tech society.

Driven by the NCLB and standardized testing 
mania.

Standardized testing has its place. Education is not 
driven by the NCLB and standardized testing 
mania.



Expanding…
‘While a variety of definitions of the term “curriculum” 
have been suggested and this study does not contain all of 
the definitions of “curriculum”, the definition proposed here 
is consistent with the tradition that views the curriculum as
a systematic plan for learning, a master plan for selecting
content and organizing learning experiences for the purpose
of changing and developing learners’ behaviours and
insights.’

• Scientific Research Publishing 
• https://www.scirp.org/journal/jss
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Here is a short list of some of the 
other factors that teachers 

considered most important:

The small amount of 

time available for the 

course

The large size of the 

classes

The wide range of 

proficiency in the 

class

The immediate 

survival needs of the 

learners

The lack of 

appropriate reading 

materials

The teachers’ lack of 

experience and 

training

The learners’ use of 

the xxx language in 

the classroom

The need for the 

learners to be 

more autonomous

Do we differentiate? 
What does it mean?  
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https://www.ted.com/talks/rita_pierson_every_kid_n
eeds_a_champion
(find inspiration to inspire)- Be a champion 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UURtUxjOpuc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=llhrW_EBEO4

Some good videos to reflect upon  

@andrea_hughes7
@brazilianethnicsa

https://www.ted.com/talks/rita_pierson_every_kid_needs_a_champion
https://www.ted.com/talks/rita_pierson_every_kid_needs_a_champion
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UURtUxjOpuc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=llhrW_EBEO4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UURtUxjOpuc


So, how do we 
write a 
curriculum? 

We don’t- it’s written already (somewhere)

We ‘modify’ or ‘adjust’ according to the needs of our 
learners

Works better in teams of teachers 

Works better if ‘shifted’ constantly

Associate it with learners’ interests
@andrea_hughes7
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Considerations about 
our learners’ : 
• Ages
• Abilities
• Mother tongue experience
• English experience
• Time in both countries
• Mother-country cultural understanding
• Special/complex needs 
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School leaders’ considerations 
(about the teachers)

Teacher’s 
degree 

Area of 
expertise 

Experience 
(personal and 
professional)

Cultural 
awareness Openness Mindset

Availability Conceptual 
understanding 
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Teachers’ considerations: 

• Lesson time limit
• Long and short-term goals 
• Small goals 
• Length of each unit of work and activities related
• Complexities in class (different levels, class size, 
behaviour)
• Pace 
• How each student learns (visual, sensorial, 
auditive)
• Material 
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Revelations (how students evaluate)

• Most of the respondents (12/15 students) felt the 
materials were unattractive and boring. One of them 
also expressed that although some textbooks of some 
subjects were so boring due to full of words, she felt 
excited at the textbooks of some subjects related to 
culture and history (i.e., tourism, American studies). On 
the other hand, one respondent was satisfied with the 
materials because they helped her widen her knowledge.
• Scientific Research Publishing 
• https://www.scirp.org/journal/jss
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• Finding connections
• Creating positive relationships
• Bringing the background/country culture

experience to plan (calendar, special dates)
• What is special about the country that you

can bring in and adjust to your teaching?

What has worked for us

@andrea_hughes7
@brazilianethnicsa



•Dates 
•Activities 
•Culture
•Language development
• (one theme will be spread out among
all group ages and abilities) 
•Register continuum 
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In practice, try to combine:  
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Ideas in practice 

Our school has a young cohort 

Visual is important for them

Sensorial is important to the young ones 

@andrea_hughes7
@brazilianethnicsa



• Students are curious
• Stories are relevant

• How?
Use material that is appropriate for the age group

HOW?

Lessons that counts= 
build a curriculum 
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Babies  (1-2) 

Recurso Didático 

Chocalho, latas, pacotes, chaves e 
papel.

Ajudar os bebês a baterem palma, o
pé, balbuciar, esticar, engatinhar.

Inserir no dia a dia imagens de
objetos, fauna e flora para facilitar a
aprendizagem, bem como histórias
e brinquedos que representem
animais e os sons

Pre-schoolers  (3-4 years old)

Recurso Didático 

Cantigas e cirandas Contação de 
histórias Narração de histórias
Conversas com as crianças 
Manusear livro, caderno e papel e em 
seguida formular questões básicas para 
as crianças sobre histórias que lê no dia 
a dia, como por exemplo, qual som o 
cachorro emite? Manusear e usar 
objetos da escrita, como lápis, caneta, 
giz de cera, pincel e dentre outros

Pre-schoolers 2 (5-6)

Recurso Didático 
Brinquedos de encaixe de variados 
tamanhos
Expor a criança no ambiente natural

Ter zelo 
Objetos como papelão, corda, fio para 
conhecimento de variados objetos
Adivinhar qual objeto está na mão da 
professora
Montar material para criança aprender 
sobre os meses, dia e semanas, bem 
como ter uma noção numérica
Cartazes, cartas, papel, cola, lantejoulas 
para fazer quadro com números
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Songs  Handle books

Images/cards 
(animals, toys, 

themselves)
Know where 

they are 

Care for 
where they 

are

Be attentive to 
what is 

around them

Know oneself Know others Play (have fun)
 

Participate 
(sense of 

belonging) 

explore express 
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• Students are curious
• Stories are relevant

• How?
Use resources material that is appropriate
for the age group

HO

Lessons that counts= 
build a curriculum 
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Older students 
(primary-pre-teens) 

Promover brincadeiras em grupo, estimulando os
maiores a ajudarem os menores em situações básicas do
dia a dia
Piquenique (cultural/traditional food)

Amarelinha  (traditional games)

Brincar de manja; Bambolês; Caça ao tesouro; 
Reconhecimento do ambiente escolar
Dividir objetos, no dia do brinquedo; 
Teatro de fantoche (puppets)
Ler histórias com conteúdo do meio ambiente e colocar a
criança para desenhar (reading)
Rodas de conversa sobre comportamento e
características únicas; (free talk – two languages)
Leitura de histórias, poesias e poemas;
Reprodução de obras de arte com massinha
e argila (play dough/ clay)

Ajudar a arrumar a sala de aula depois da aula
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• Parents need to be on board
• Speak in the household is a way to go
• Stories are relevant in the family environment
• After school: group chat where teachers sent to parent

what has been done. No much homework but light
tasks (reading, listening to music, watch a short video,
etc)

• Magic key: open communication

Lesson that counts 
outside the classroom 
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Communication is 
always the key- aligned 

with curriculum 

• Teachers’ communication is crucial
• Parents need to be on board: group chat
• Social activities
• Outdoor activities
• Australian lifestyle needs to be

considered
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Songs  

books

Images/cards 
(animals, toys, 

themselves)

Culture 

Specific days 

Be attentive to 
what is around you

Space 

Learners 

Their levels 

Participation

communication 

Resources 
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Students even when from same countries
and cultures have different ideas of
language. Their interests help us to
understand and appreciate diversity. Let's
celebrate our differences and similarities by
creating a curriculum that will promote
learning and students’ agency.

CONCLUSION 
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THANK YOU FOR 
SHARI NG YOUR 

I DEAS W I TH ME!
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