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Abstract

“Let’s enhance student learning in community language education 
through emergent experiences. There is a need for genuine, real-
world experiences as part of teaching practices that emphasise 
effective communication across cultures. In a globalized world, 
emergent experiences offer authentic context for language learning 
through spontaneous, language-rich activities that imitate real-
world communication. These experiences support collaboration, 
communication, and the adaptability skills crucial for success when 
learning a new language. A sample lesson idea demonstrates how 
emergent experiences teaches students practical language use that 
creates meaningful interactions.”



Why the change from traditional teaching?

 Authentic language use

 Meaningful engagement

 Cultural understanding

 Communication skills

 Increased confidence

 Peer learning

 Preparation for the real world.



 Practical rather than theoretical

 Language-rich environments

 In-the-moment conversations

 Real-world scenarios

 Engaging rather than passive

Why use Emergent Experiences?



Fostering Collaboration

 Group Projects

 Debating

 Diverse Perspectives

 Interviewing

 Peer Teaching



Emergent Experiences in Practice

 Australian Curriculum Content Descriptors:

 Participate in routine exchanges such as asking each 
other how they are, offering wishes and sharing 
information about aspects of their personal worlds 
(ACLFRC019).

 Children locate specific points of information in 
different types of texts relating to social and natural 
worlds (ACLFRC022).

 Present factual information about self, others, and 
home and school life, using graphic support such as 
photos, maps or charts (ACLFRC023).



Planning for Emergent Experiences

 Know your students

 Know what you need to teach

 Be flexible with an adaptable plan 

 Responsive environment

 Active observation and listening

 Ideas for assessment and evaluation 

Children locate specific points of 
information in different types of texts relating

to social and natural worlds
(ACLFRC022).

Present factual information about self, others, 
and home and school life, using graphic
support such as photos, maps or charts 

(ACLFRC023).



Issues and Risks

 Students may prefer more structure

 Differentiated approach

 Ethics

 Teacher’s Content Knowledge 



Thank you!

 Questions
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